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to an unacceptable level of spending,
by spending record levels of money it
simply doesn’t have. In order to get
America back to opportunity, responsi-
bility, and success, Republicans and
Democrats must come together and
begin making tough choices. Today’s
YouCut vote is an opportunity for both
parties to come together and to tell the
people that have sent us here—message
received.

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, the evi-
dence is in. The liberal Democrat agen-
da has failed. They need to go back to
the drawing board and come back to
the American people with real solu-
tions to their real problems. This isn’t
the time to dither and blame the Re-
publican minority for the  dis-
appointing collapse of governance
we’ve seen since the liberal majority
seized control of Congress in 2007.

I urge my colleagues to take this op-
portunity to force the ruling liberal
Democrats to rethink their misguided
proposals by rejecting this rule and un-
derlying bill to protest the liberal
agenda that continues to distract from
private-sector job creation and getting
the economy back on its feet.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the text of the amend-
ment and extraneous material be
placed in the record prior to the vote
on the previous question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I am
going to urge my colleagues to vote
“no” on the previous question so I can
amend the rule to allow all Members of
Congress the opportunity to vote to
cut spending.

Republicans recently launched the
YouCut initiative, which gives people
an opportunity to vote for Federal
spending they would like to see Con-
gress cut. Hundreds of thousands of
Americans have cast their votes, and
this week they have directed their rep-
resentatives in Congress to consider
H.R. 5538, which is a bill that would
prohibit Federal funding for the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting, the
parent organization of National Public
Radio, after fiscal 2012.

According to the Republican Whip’s
YouCut Web site, National Public Ra-
dio’s recent decision to terminate com-
mentator Juan Williams’ contract be-
cause of comments he expressed on an-
other station have brought newfound
attention to NPR’s receipt of taxpayer
funds.

NPR receives taxpayer funding in
two different ways. First, they receive
direct government grants from various
Federal agencies, including the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting, the
Department of Commerce, Department
of Education, and the National Endow-
ment for the Arts. Over the past 2
years, this direct funding has totaled
approximately $9 million.
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But NPR also receives taxpayer funds
indirectly. The Corporation for Public
Broadcasting makes grants to public
radio stations. While some of these
grants can be used for any purpose,
some can be used only to acquire and
produce programming. Often this pro-
gramming is purchased from NPR. In-
deed, programming fees and dues paid
by local public radio stations to NPR
accounts for approximately 40 percent
of NPR’s budget, or about $656 million
last year. A portion of these funds were
originally Federal tax dollars provided
to the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting, to the local public radio sta-
tions.

NPR receives a significant amount of
funding from private individuals and
organizations through donations and
sponsorship. For example, in 2008, NPR
listed over 32 separate private donors
and sponsors who provided financial
support in excess of half a million dol-
lars that year.
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NPR officials have indicated that
taxpayer funding makes up only a
small portion of their overall budget.
Therefore, eliminating taxpayer sup-
port should not materially affect
NPR’s ability to operate while at the
same time saving taxpayers millions of
dollars annually.

In order to provide for consideration
of this commonsense legislation, I urge
my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’> on the pre-
vious question.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, as I
said in my opening, this is the third
time this year that the House has de-
bated and considered this bill. Each of
the previous two times, a majority of
members voted for the bill.

When the bill passed the House in
July, the Republican motion to recom-
mit was adopted on a bipartisan vote of
303-119. I know that some of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
are greatly upset that a number of the
provisions that were adopted as part of
the motion to recommit were removed
by the Senate. I understand your frus-
tration. The number of worthy meas-
ures that this body has sent to the Sen-
ate during this Congress is staggering.
However, we must not let that frustra-
tion prevent us from sending this bill
to the President, because the version of
the bill in front of us today will ensure
that our government continues to func-
tion efficiently and effectively—even
during times of national emergency.

For this reason, I urge all members
to vote ‘‘yes,” to avoid the politics,
and get back to the governing that this
Congress promised to do, vote ‘‘yes” on
the previous question, vote ‘‘yes’ on
the rule, and vote ‘“‘yes’ on the Senate
amendment to H.R. 1722.

Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, this is a bla-
tant attempt to politically interfere with the pro-
gramming decision-making of America’s public
radio stations.

Efforts to deny funding to public broad-
casting for political reasons are a violation of
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America’s standards of a free and
pendent press.

This represents a wholesale breach of local
stations’ ability to make local, independent de-
cisions to meet the needs of local audiences.

Fundamentally, public broadcasting is root-
ed in local communities. Stations are locally li-
censed and governed, locally programmed
and locally staffed. It is a system of local sta-
tions interconnected to enable local, regional
and national program production and distribu-
tion, but committed to local service.

For more than 40 years, the federal govern-
ment has provided financial support for public
broadcasting—to provide essential edu-
cational, news and cultural programming that
meets the local needs of American commu-
nities, large and small.

Public broadcasting is the last remaining
source of independent, non-commercial,
thought-provoking broadcast media in the
country. In many communities, public radio is
the only source of free local, national and
international news and music and cultural pro-
gramming. Public radio stations are located in
nearly every major city and small town, deliv-
ering highly trusted, agenda-free news and in-
formation to 37 million Americans each week.

Federal funding has played an important
role in assuring free and universal access to
programs that inform and enrich the life of mil-
lions of Americans in every corner of the
country.

Vote “yes” on the previous question.

The material previously referred to
by Ms. FoxX is as follows:

AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 1721 OFFERED BY MSs.
FoXX OF NORTH CAROLINA

At the end of the resolution add the fol-
lowing new section:

SEC. 3. Immediately upon the adoption of
this resolution the Speaker shall, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6417) to pro-
hibit Federal funding of certain public radio
programming, to provide for the transfer of
certain public radio funds to reduce the pub-
lic debt, and for other purposes. The first
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. General debate shall be
confined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
Majority Leader and the Minority Leader or
their respective designees. After general de-
bate the bill shall be considered for amend-
ment under the five-minute rule. During con-
sideration of the bill for amendment, the
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole
may accord priority in recognition on the
basis of whether the Member offering an
amendment has caused it to be printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule
XVIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read. At the conclusion of consid-
eration of the bill for amendment the Com-
mittee shall rise and report the bill to the
House with such amendments as may have
been adopted. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. If the
Committee of the Whole rises and reports
that it has come to no resolution on the bill,
then on the next legislative day the House
shall, immediately after the third daily
order of business under clause 1 of rule XIV,
resolve into the Committee of the Whole for
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